


“Let’s spring into action!” 

What does “spring into action” 
mean?



 

Fun facts 

1. In Germany, it is illegal to dance in public 
on Good Friday.

2. All planets spin clockwise.

3. Porcupines can float.

4. Elephants can jump.

5. An octopus has nine brains.

6. Horses and cows lay down when they 
sleep.



Ta-da! The big unveiling
True

5. An octopus has nine brains. 

3. Porcupines can float.

4. Elephants can jump. 

1. In Germany, it is illegal to dance in public on Good Friday.  

2. All planets spin clockwise.

6. Horses and cows lay down when they sleep.

False, only Venus spins clockwise.

True

False, they are the only animal that can not jump.

True

False, they stand. 





Engage students 
with content

Generate 
Communication

Increase 
understanding

Encourage 
participation



Display questions

These are designed to elicit learners’ prior 
knowledge and to check comprehension. 
They often focus on the form or meaning of 
language structures and items, and the 
teacher already knows the answer.

Referential questions

These require the learner to provide 
information, give an opinion, explain or clarify. 
They often focus on content rather than 
language, require ‘follow-up’ or ‘probe’ 
questions, and the answer is not necessarily 
known by the teacher.

What colour is it? What would you like to know about…?

Is this a door? How do you come to school?

What’s the opposite of .....? What do you think will happen next?

Where do adjectives go in English? Why did we play the game?



Effective questioning

A suggested  check-list:

● Decide on the purpose of questions.
● Minimise the use of "yes / no" (closed) questions except when checking meaning and understanding. 
● Ask a balance of referential and display questions.
● Use open-ended questions to encourage opinions, elaboration and discussion.
● Ask questions about important rather than trivial content.
● Grade language.
● Personalise questions.
● Avoid questions that contain the answer.
● Make sure that children clearly understand questions.
● Spread questions randomly around the class.
● Balance questions to the whole class with individual child nomination. Create opportunities for children 

to formulate and ask questions.
● Give children time (thinking-time) to answer.  Don’t be afraid of silence – wait at least 3/5 seconds for 

them to formulate a response.



Are you awake?!

Do you understand? 

Ok? 

Is it clear?

Remember!

There is way more to asking questions than the common classification into 
‘wh’, ‘yes/no’ questions.  This is often how children are taught and how 
they divide them. Good questioning provides a model which hopefully will 
foster good questions from learners.

The questions ‘Do you understand?’, ‘Is that clear?’ and ‘OK?’ are unlikely 
to provoke a helpful response. It is also wise to avoid questions which may 
cause embarrassment or which may offend through sarcasm (‘Are you 
awake?’).

Allow students to help each other. If a child cannot answer your question 
do not wait in silence and humiliate them. Rephrase your question or ask 
them a further question to lead them towards the information you need.

Encourage others to suggest answers. Allow answers to be whispered to 
help – make this rule clear at the start of the activity. Do not settle for one 
correct response. Get suggestions from more students, involving the whole 
class.









CLASSE TERZA

What would you like 
to know about Lucy?

Did you know?
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CLASSE TERZA

Where are you from? 

Where do you live?

Can you jump/walk/talk/pick 
things/ stand on your feet?

How old are you?

How tall are you?

What do you eat?

Did you know?

CLIL - HISTORY







CLASSE QUINTA



CLASSE QUINTA



Extra Resources

★ Baamboozle https://www.baamboozle.com/games

★ Wheel of names  https://wheelofnames.com/

★ Wordwall 
https://wordwall.net/it-it/community/questions-in-english

References: Teaching English BC

★ Question techniques and strategies 

★ Asking questions 

https://www.baamboozle.com/games
https://wheelofnames.com/
https://wordwall.net/it-it/community/questions-in-english
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/articles/question-techniques-and-strategies
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/articles/asking-questions#:~:text=Effective%20questioning,-As%20with%20all&text=Decide%20on%20the%20purpose%20of,encourage%20opinions%2C%20elaboration%20and%20discussion
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